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of all this muddle, he should take good care to keep
outside it.53

In the midst of these difficulties dawned the year
1535, one of the most fatal in the life of the German
States ; a year destined to unravel and settle for ever
the northern confusions.

Such a spectacle as the Baltic presented at this
period it had not shown for many a long day. In
the Sound, in all the Danish seas, in all the narrow
waterways that separated the islands from one
another, were seen waving from the tall masts of the
Hanseatic " peace ships," the flag of the League, and
in the harbours of Liibeck, Rostock, arid Stralsund,
more ships were put upon a war footing. There was
likewise seen the white-and-black banner of the
Prussian flotilla, sent to aid the imprisoned Danish
king, while the flags of Denmark and Sweden
fluttered from their respective vessels.

Nor was the spectacle on land less animated than
that on the sea. Troops, mercenaries of every land
and language crowded the shore of the mainland. It
was evident that the encounter would be severe, the
resistance great. The first check came to the Hansa
in the shape of the capture of Max Meyer, owing to
the false information given to him by the Danish
commandant of Scania. Christian III: was pro-
claimed king of Denmark, and Gustavus Vasa lent
the new king his most active aid. Things did not
look well for the League, but Wullenweber, though
he grew serious and thoughtful as he learnt the news,
was not discouraged. He continued to confide "in
divine help."